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1:30. Food & Registration

2:00. Welcome      - Mayor Tyrone Ward

Trustee Bernard Ward

Trustee Ernest Maxey

2:15. Intro to the Robbins TOD & Industrial Plan 

Kelwin Harris, Senior Outreach Planner, Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)

2:30. Open House Exercises

3:50. Closing Remarks
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HOUSING

Assets and Opportunities 

Å There is potential for new rental units for a number of 
different family types and income.Robbins can support 
new rental units with the right kind of amenities that can 
attract people to the community.

Å There is demand for new homes and apartments in 
Robbins.Increasing the supply of quality housing is vital 
for investment. As Robbins gains more amenities, like 
Robbins Park, the demand for homes will increase. 

Å Robbins owns a lot of available land.Robbins owns a 
large amount of vacant land that can be used for all kinds 
of development. 

Å Robbins residents are committed to the community. 
The majority of homeowners moved into their homes 
over 20 years ago. The village also has numerous 
organized Block Clubs and a strong social fabric. 

Community Input 

Å Housingaffordability is a significantburdenfor residentsandcanstretchfamily budgetsthin.

Å Createmore attractive andaffordablehousingincluding: townhomes,seniorand multifamily units.

Å Createnew developmentaroundthe RobbinsMetra Stationandactivity leadingto RobbinsPark.

Å Createmixed-usebuildingsfor Transit-OrientedDevelopment(TOD) with shopson the groundfloor.

Å Incorporatethe history of Robbinswhen it wasin itsάƘŜȅŘŀȅέwith abundantstreet-life andeconomicactivity.

Questions 

1. Is the cost of housing a major problem?

2. What would you consider the biggest barrier to home ownership in Robbins(i.e. taxes, affordability)? 

3. How would you describe the current housing stock in Robbins? What types of housing are missing?  

4. How should the plan address the issue of dilapidated properties and vacant homes? 

5. What are some near-term approaches to enhancing the attractiveness of highly vacant areas? 

Potential Strategies 

Å Developersshould apply for Low IncomeHousingTaxCreditsthrough the Illinois HousingDevelopmentAuthority
(IHDA)in order to markethomesto a varietyof incomelevelsandmaintainaffordability.

Å Collaborate with the Cook County Land Bank Authority, and the South Suburban Land Bank Development
Authority to acquiretax delinquentpropertiesandassemblelandfor redevelopment.

Å Considerthe useof Taxincrement Financing(TIF)to activatedesiredareasfor development. Portionsof the study
area should be explored as potential TIFDistricts to support land acquisitionand assembly,rehabilitation, and
development.

Å Targeta mix of incomeand family types. Themarketcansupporta varietyof familytypesthroughoutthe studyarea
andvillage.

Å Establisha homeownership financial empowerment program tailored to the needs of Robbinsresidents. The
programcould focuson helpingcurrent residentsafford to stayin their homes,aswell aspromote homeownership
to longtimeresidents.
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ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT
Assets and Opportunities:

Å There is potential for small-scale convenience retail around the Robbins Metra 
Station �t The proposed Robbins Park will reduce flooding risks and create 
opportunity for a variety of uses like: quick casual restaurants, convenience stores 
and potentially larger developments.

Å KedzieAve. has a high potential for larger retail and other uses�t With its high 
traffic count and visibility, the west side of KedzieAve. could attract shops catering 
to residents and truck traffic like laundromats, dry cleaners, or a grocery store.

Å Robbins can attract shoppers from all over thearea- Approximately $130m is 
spent at retailers and restaurants in surrounding places like Crestwood. Robbins can 
capture some of this market over time.

Community Feedback:

Å ReactivateClaireBlvd. asthe historicά5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴέof Robbins.

Å Bring investment to Robbins so residentsŘƻƴΩǘhave to leave for basic
needs.

Å Createmore shopsandstoresaroundthe Metra Station.

Å Beautify the neighborhood to make it more attractive for investment,
including: better lighting, streetscapingandsignage.

Potential Strategies:

Å Assembleland for major new developments. Assembleparcelsto be marketed for a large developmentor
retailer.

Å Attract small businessesand socialenterprises. Socialenterprisemodelshavebeenprovento kick-start retail
while addinga socialservicecomponentthat supportsresidentsand familiesat all income levels. Theycan
includecoffeeshopsandrestaurantswith a job trainingcomponent.

Å A new sportsfacility couldbe a draw for investment in Robbins. Facilitieswherepeoplecanexercise,recreate
and participate in team sportscanbe effective in attracting peopleto the communityand encouragingmore
economicdevelopment.

Å Utilize incentivesto attract development. Offeringreducedrents to new businesses,ground leasesor even
landfor free shouldbe exploredto get the marketstartedin additionto tax incentivesofferedby CookCounty.

Å Exploreurban agricultureand locally-sourcedάŦŀǊƳ-to-ǘŀōƭŜέproducts. Urbanagriculturecangeneratejobs
while reclaimingvacant lots for healthy food. In this respect,urban agriculturecan also be a good interim
bridgeusefor vacantland,possiblyin the TODarea,whileawaitingother kindsof development.

Questions:

1. Where would you like to see new stores and development along KedzieAve.?

2. Where would you like to see new stores and development along Claire Blvd.?

3. What kinds of shops would be most desired around the Metra station?

4. Where would you place a larger scale new development (i.e. Grocery Store) for walkability and convenience?

5. Are there local entrepreneurs and small business �}�Á�v���Œ�•���Ç�}�µ�[�����o�]�l�����š�}���•�������}�‰���v���•�Z�}�‰�•���Z���Œ���M
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